HAVE YOU TRIED THE
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' CHAOCIPHER" ?

In 1953, Farrar, Strauss and Young
published "Silent Years, An Autobiography
with Memoirs of James Joyce and Our
Ireland”, by John F Byrne. The book was
reprinted by Octagon Books in 1975. Most of
the book follows the title, but Chapter 21
goes wildly out of character with a highly
detailed account of Mr Byrne’s efforts from
about 1922 to 1942 to interest the American
government in his cipher machine. He made a
model of it in a cigar box, and sent it to the
likes of Friedman and (later) to Campbell of
AT&T. These gentlemen neither praised nor
condemned the idea, but it was not taken up
by the military. JFB evidently felt that he
was getting the thin end of the stick, and
wrote his book naming names and giving
dates, with a final challenge to anyone to
determine how the cipher is constructed. This
challenge was particularly aimed at the NY
branch of the ACA. As far as is known, no-
one has solved the cipher.

A description of the cipher, and an
extensive analysis of it by CODEX, were given
in Cryptologia for April 1978 and July 1979.
One of the features of Byrne’s book is that
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he is very free with his plain/cipher text
equivalencies, from which you might think it
would be easy to find the method used. He
gives 100 successive encipherments of "ALL
GOOD QUICK BROWN FOXES..." etc, followed by
a 250 char encipherment of a Latin text,
8even encipherments of a 26 group text, and
a speech by General MacArthur! 15,500
equivalencies!

The first few of the 100 encipherments
are given below. An error in the gsixth group
LYWIQ of the 4th row is noted in Byrne’s
writing dated 1937, but the correction is not
legible. These encipherments and the seven
130-char encipherments are available on
TRS80 or IBM disks from Mike Barlow. Can
you apply your computing power to find a -
pattern to the encipherment? Can you say
what the next encipherment row will read?
What conclusions can you draw about this
cipher? (Maybe before you read the reference
material).

Byrne states that he has used a "Q" for
the comma between "GOOD" and "QUICK", and
a "W" for the period after "PARTY".
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